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Totalitarianism Here 


By WILFRED WELLOCK 
CAREFUL study 


of the present situation, 

including the causes of the war and _ its 
probable after-effects, points to the conclusion 
that a fight lo a finish, no matter on which front 
it be fought, or who be the victor, will be a 
disaster to civilization, and that the only hope 
of a tolerable future lies in a peace by agreement 
to be concluded at the earliest possible moment. 


sae ee we view, which I think can be demonstrated, that the present 
Suattnt Shieh r less in a process of decay and collapse of a social 
break obthe Sa the final stage of its existence in 1914, on the out- 
hee aseeuerr ireat War. Since that date the social order of capitalism 
atid aster J om stage to stage in what is probably the most spectacular 
stonishingly rapid process of decline ever witnessed. 
Thed : ee 
Be they amaninreuta tiers they are 


191 C 
4. ane outbreak of the Great War, launched 
or a wave of super-idealism. 
he Russian Revolution and the ciean 


eak-away of th 
of capitalism. ry from the realm 


1917. 


1919. 


the real issue in th i 

1 n the war, and by which F 

the victorious States greatly augmented | IT is reported, very credibly. that one of 
mie power at the expense of the | Russia’s chief motives for invading 


vanquished Statcs. i 
Se re ee the | Finland is to secure an ice-free Atlantic 
: port. By all the 


abandonment of capitalist democracy for 
standards of values 


Fascism. 

A hitherto prevailing in 
international politics 
| the aim is legitimate 
7 enough. 

Nor is the method 
of achieving it a 
‘striking departure 
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1 die da capitalism entered the phase of 
di eee This reached its peak 
ee ump of 1930, when in Europe and 
a Aaa alone there were no fewer than 

<onee fi ae 0 workers unemployed. 
x he need for self-protection against the 
terce economic blizzard of this period led 
face ion by the imperial Powers of 
Ne policy of economic nationalism, whence 
ey conserved for their own use all the 


—) 


available markets in their imperial fy; om established 

1933 seme practice. Forty years 

ere We revol: of the big industrial Powers yg ago we behaved in 
ich, as the result of the economic 


precisely the same 
S fashion towards the 
two little Boer repub- 

ee a oe ; lics. and had very 
much the same experience—of unex- 
pectedly stubborn — resistance—as the 
Russian invaders are meeting with today. 

Mr. Kipling wrote poems exalting our 
bravery; schoolboys learned to jeer at 
Oom Paul Kruger in his funny top-hat; 
and when Mafeking was relieved the City 
of London went mad in a peculiarly 
hideous fashion. 1 wonder whether in 
the subsequent forty years we have 
changed so much that we are entitled to 
represent the invasion of Finland as an 
iniquity of which we are incapable. Or 
rather, I do not wonder, | am sure we have 
not changed as much as that. 


Are We Any Better? 


nationalism of the imperi 
; perial Powers, found 
peeipeettes in an impossible Laat 
hee. and asserted their claim to monopo- 
i ie rights over markets, food and raw 
me a 4h @ par with those of their rivals, 
Bee: a acy of aggression which has 
ppera pe er a Heccision and an appear- 
Z neerte 5 i i 
pi ey history. PE a 
+ Ae decline of the economic situation 
i Germany and Japan, together wiih the 
ae Be of despair and the collapse of faith 
Ae emocracy, led to the abandonment of 
He latter in favour of dictatorship in botit 
these countries, the former under the 
leadership of Hitler, the latter under that 
of a military Junta. It thus transpired, 
phen. that the three big Have-not 
Heigags Pecame also totalitarian. 
q e policy of aggression having led in Ger- 
gee to the supersession of capitalism by 
National Socialism, involving complete 
national planning and control, the way was 
paved to the Russo-German Pact, Soon 
ae the policy which caused it led 
oa declaration of war upon Germany by 
: Britain and France. 

: n ae above closely-connected series of 
ens we have a display of power politics 
si a Gu have no other than a djsastrous 
a The main conclusions to be drawn 

a M em are, I think, the following: 

: hat German Nazism is not a normal, 
natural growth but the product of econo- 
sik breakdown and despair. 

: That capitalist civilization is in pro- 
cess of collapse. 


sae 


1933. 


1939. 


Russia is not much better than Germany. 
True. But the pertinent question is 
whether we are much better than either. 
Perhaps a little bit: certainly not much; 
and certainly not enough to make the 
distinction of any great or lasting signifi- 
cance. Two shades of dingy grey, one dirty, 
the other dirtier: not a matter of white 
against black, good against evil. 

The pathetic thing is that so many of our 
g4od men—I use the adjective seriously— 


3. That in the present war and in the 
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Folge tte et 8 CRUSADES, OLD AND NEW 


so desperately want to believe that it is, 
and finally succeed in persuading them- 
selves, till the majority of decent people 
in this country are a prey to the delusion 
that we are engaged in some sort of 
crusade. 

But there is one important difference be- 
tween the last crusade, in 1914, and this 
one. In 1914 the overwhelming majority of 
thinking young men really did believe it 
was a crusade; they showed the reality of 
their belief by volunteering en masse: with 
the grim result that the finest flower of a 
generation was annihilated. 


Not Merely Negative 


Today. there is no such enthusiastic con- 
viction. The amount of near-pacifism in 
the ranks of the serious young men of 1940 
is deeply impressive. Probably it would 
be still more decided if it could be made 
clearer to them that pacifism is a positive 
way of life urging towards a new society 
and not merely a negative attitude to war. 
Very much more depends upon our making 
this plain, if we can, than we _ easily 
suppose. 

There is a real danger that much of the 
finest material available for building a new 
world will be lost to the pacifist movement 
unless it can break free, more plainly than 
it has yet done, from the “ anti” attitude. 
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_ Women’s Peace 
Campaign 


Nation-Wide 
Drive Next 
Month 


By SYBIL MORRISON 
(Secretary, Women’s Peace Campaign) 


| 

| 
V TE are now going ahead with plans for 
a great national effort on February 
| 17. 

It is proposed to have marches and poster 
parades all over the country on that date. 
Special posters are being prepared and I 
hope-to.send out-detailed-plans. by the end 
of this week. 

In peace-time at least three months 
would be allowed for the organization of 
such a large-scale effort as this, but we 
cannot afford to wait; therefore it is 
essential that we start work at once and 
co-operate with each other in every 
possible way. 

Will you make a note of the date? 

Will you remember Wwe shall want the 
assistance of men for mass Peace News 
selling? 

Will you make 
as possible ? 

Will you write to me for any information 
you require ? 

Will you remember We want money ? 

Will you help to put Women’s Peace 
Day on Februray 17. in the NEWS ? 

(The address of the campaign is 6 
Endsleigh Street. London, W.C.1.) 


your own plans as far 


Scottish Women’s Demonstration 


The Scottish Women’s Peace Movement 
sent telegrams declaring that “women in 
Edinburgh desire peace ” to Sir John 
Anderson and Mr. Ernest B-own when they 
were in Edinburgh last week. 

Announcing that the telegrams had been 
sent, at an open-air meetir.z in Edinburgh, 
Mrs. I. M. M’Nair, chairman of the move- 
ment said there was no reason for the con- 
tinuance of this ghastly war for one more 
day. “We say tnat the time for mediation 
to be taken is not after the big offensive. 
but now.” she added. 

Although The Scotsman reported that 
only a small crowd attended the meeting, 
it was a good attendance for a raw, cold, 
misty afternoon. 

Sir John Anderson referred to the tele- 
gram when he spoke at a luncheon in the 
city. He declared that it was “rather 
mischievous o: rather yathetic.” 


Wits yet done, from the "anli” attitude, [misehievous o= rather oa 
Peace Paper Banned in France 


HE authorities in “ democratic” France 
% ~=have prevented publication of La 
Voie Nouvelle, the newspaper of the Ligue 
Scolaire Internationale pour la Paix (Inter- 
national Students’ League for Peace). 

One issue of the paper was prepared and 
submitted to the censorship, which refused 
to pass it because of its “ defeatist and paci- 
fist character.” 

The LSIP afterwards learned that the 
case then passed out of the jurisdiction of 


the censorship, and that the papers had 
been sent, for closer examination, to the 
Ministry of the Interior, to the Military 
Government of Paris, and finally to the 
Prime Minister and two other high officials. 

Since then LSIP has made inquiries by 
letter and by interViews without obtaining 
any satisfaction. Despite this experience, 
arrangements were recently being made 


for another issue of the paper to be pre- 
pared. 
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Pacifist Commentary . . 


- edited by “Observer” 


acifists Are Not Anti-British :: A Cause 
of Nationalism 


DISHOP HENSLEY HENSON is worried 
about the effect “on the most 
thoughtful and generous of our younger 
soldiers’ of those who assure us that this 
war is “no better than the many wars 
which have no deeper roots than uncon- 
fessed ambition, or economic greed, or mere 
diplomatic blundering.” 
These “ belittling defeatists,” as he called 
them in a letter to The Times on Tuesday, 


“are even more inimical than pacifists to < 


patriotic duty.’ This was his remedy: 

“If we are assurcd—and who that has been at 
the pains to inform himself of the relevant facts 
can for one moment doubt it?—that the principles 
and procedures of Hitlerite Germany are destruc- 
five of the very foundations of Christian civiliza- 
tion, then surely we ought to keep the essential 
significance of this war clearly before the public 
mind, and to set ourselves resolutely to prosecute 
it until victory has beeh gained.” 


Pacifist Crities 


@TRANGELY enough, Bishop Henson had 

been answered in advance. Last 
week’s issue of Vera: Brittain’s Personal 
Letter to Peace-lovers contained a reply to 
those who accuse pacifists themselves of 
“speaking evil of their own country; of 
feeling no gratitude towards it, and no sense 
of obligation. 

Vera Brittain wrote: 

“The accusation that pacifists do not love their 
country arises. I suppose, from the fact that we 
are prepared publicly to acknowledge its faults. 
As one who has sometimes criticized England 
both at home and abroad, may I be persnitted to 
quote here from an article entitled “ Lift up your 
Hearts,” that IT wrote for Peace News within two 
hours of hearing the broadcast declaration of war 
on September 3rd? ‘ Let us remember and repent 
of the wrong that England has done; but let us 
remember that she has done great and wise and 
merciful things too, and wili do them again if 
we, her people, are determined tha} she shall. 
Finally, fet us never forget that she is our 
country; and let us seek, by means of thought 
and love and pity which inflict no suffering. to 
mitigate the burden laid upen her and her citizens 
of whom we are part. 

“Let us remember that she is ours no less 


because we are ready to die for her without. 


seeking to kill. Our love for her *s increased 
rather than mitigated because we wish to see her 
yield her domination, not to superior ferce, but 
to the noble ideal of a community of free and 
equal nations which we must strive to keep alight 
in the dark period that lies before us’ : 

“But the pacifist realizes that most interna- 
tional tragedies arise from the refusal of States 
to acknowledge their errors in dealing with one 
another. Between 1920 and 1930, I attended 
zlmost annually the meetings of the League of 
Nations Assembly. Year after year, I heard the 
world’s leading statesmen ascend the rostrum to 
blow their countries trumpets, and never listened 
to one suggestion that a mutual confession of 
national mistakes might produce a better mood 
for the discussion of new and revolutionary 
methods. 

“We know today that if Geneva had witnessed 
more constructive humility and less obstinate 
arregance, the League of Nations would not have 
become the great international failure which we 
now sadly acknowledge. That is why pacifists 
so often cry, in the words of Dare Sybil 
Thorndike, at the Central Hall, Westminster: ‘If 
only my country could be the first to admit that 


it had ever been wrong! 


An Allied Regime 


WHEN discussing the “essential signi- 

ficance” of this war it is as well to 
keep in mind the events which immedi- 
ately preceded it. The British pledge to 
Poland, for example, is sometimes forgot- 
ten now. 

Let us remember, then, that on January 
3, General Sikorski, who is recognized by 
the Allies as the new Polish Premier, 
declared: 

“One of the principal reasons for Poland's 
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defeat in September was unquestionably the then 
existing governmental régime, unanimously con- 
demned by the nation.” 

A correspondent asks how Mr. Chamber- 
lain came to give a pledge for Britain to 
go to war for a government which was 
unanimously condemned by the nation.” 
Without being a “ belittling defeatist ” can- 
not one suggest that not only in Hitlerite 
Germany do we find procedures “ destruc- 
tive of the very foundation of Christian 
civilization ”? 


Wealth and Nationalism 


YF a volume of studies of nationalism re- 

cently published by the Royal Institute 
of International Affairs, the Manchester 
Guardian of December 8 said:— 

“We are reminded that in the Jingo excitement 
of the Boer War so distinguished a scholar: as 
Dicey declared that ‘in every part of the world 
where British interests were at stake he was in 
favour of advancing those interests even at the 
cost of war.’ Why has this worship of national 
interest taken so much firmer hold on some 
peoples than on others? 

“The writers of the book on nationalism sug- 
gest some answers. The States in which 
nationalism has become intolerant and militant 
are those that were cconomically least able to 
stand the more intense economic competition 
that followed the war; Italy, with her lack of 
industrial resources, Germany exhausted by the 
war, Eastern States economically undeveloped. 
Distress led to internal strife, which was met in 
turn by an effort to find national unity in some 
new gospel of discipline and cohesion. 

“This sense, again, was stimulated by the 
memory of military disappointment in the war. 
Great Britain and France were in all these re- 
spects less likely to be overwhelmed by violence 
of national feeling . .. When the nations are 
combined in the active prosecution of Uicse 


Danger 


measures that will help to raise the level of social 
life throughout Europe Governments will learn 
to modify their extreme national'st aims in an 
atmosphere of co-operation and_ constructive 
reform." 


Threats to Liberty 


OLLOWING a storm of protest when 

regulations made under the Emergency 
Powers (Defence) Act were published, the 
regulations were amended. 

Although little publicity has been given 
to the’ matter since then, there are still 
clauses which, in the opinion of the 
National Council for Civil Liberties, “ call 
for amendment or annulment as being a 
potential danger to civil liberty.” 

Consequently the Council has made cer- 
tain recommendations for amending the 
regulations which are being sent to MPs. 
The secretaries of those societies which 
sent delegates to the Conference on Civil 
Liberty in Wartime, convened by the 
Council, are also being circularized and it 
is hoped, with the support of the Confer- 
ence Committee, to send a deputation to 
the Home Secretary to lay the views of the 
Conference before him. 

The following extracts from the January 
issue of Civil Liberty are indicative of dan- 
gers that still remain: 


“VOLUNTARY” CENSORSHIP 


‘ Although there is now no general power of 
censorship, the scope ot Regulation (3) really 
forces all newspapers to submit to a ‘ voluntary" 
censorship in order to safeguard themselvcs. 
This Regulation makes it an offence to obtain, 
publish or possess an; information relating to 
certain matters (mostly of military importance) 


Civil Liberty 


and. by sub-section (f), there is included in this 
prohibition ‘any other matter whatsoever, in- 
formation as to which would or might be directly 
or indirectly useful to an enemy. This wording 
is a permanent threat to journalists and 
publishers. It is far too wide in its scope and 
vague in its phrasing. Mere possession, it will 
be noted, is an offence apart from sny wrong 
use that may or may not be made of such 
information : 


BANNING OF MEETINGS 


“The power of the Secretary of State to ban 
meetings, under Regulation’ 39 E (2), on a mere 
suspicion of disaffection or on an anticipated 
breach of the peace. is most undeésirable. We 
know how breaches of the peace were {requently 
engineered at peace meetings during the last 
war. The existing law has always been adequate 
to deal with seditious, blasphemous or slanderous 
speakers, and there seems no good reason why 
the executive should have such wide powers to 
suppress the expression of opinions with which it 
disagrees. 


DETENTION 


© Although amendments have been made in 
Regulation 18b, we still regard it as thoroughly 
objectionable and recommend that it should be 
withdrawn entirely; as we hold that there is no 
justification for givany the Executive power to 
intern either British subiects or non-enemy 
aliens, except after due trial and conviction ia 
a court of law. 


ARREST AND SEARCH 


“We strongly object to the power given to the | 
police to enter and search without a search 
warrant, because it leave the police free to judge 
what constitutes necessity in such cases, As 
regards arrest without qa warrant, this may, of 
course, be necessary to deal with spies, but we 7 
object to the police and members of the armed 
forces having this power in connexion with sus- 
pected offences under the Regulations in general. 
Such power is completely foreign to Britisa 
traditions, extremely menacing to the liberty of 
the subject, and dangerously encouraging to those 
members of the police force who have shown 4 
tendency in the last few months to exercise to Ue 
full any dictatorial powers they think they 
possess 


WHY WAIT FOR THE SPRING? 


asks the Plain \4ar 


Wwrat will happen in the spring? 

Will there be another move towards 
peace? President Roosevelt is reported to 
believe that there will. 

Or are the forces of death and destruc- 
tion to be let loose just at the time when 
the world of nature repeats the annual 
miracle of creation? Lord Lothian, 
British Ambassador in the USA, seems to 
think that that is more likely. 

“ Everything today,” he said recently, points to 
ihe probability that Germany will attempt early 
this spring ta gain a decision against England 
and France by a terrific attack by land, air and 
sea, using every weapon in her armoury.” 

Apart from such prophecies, however, 
we plain men are not told what is being 
prepared for us behind the scenes! Yet if 
all of us insisted on peace. we could prob- 
ably get our way. 

Make no mistake about it: the responsi- 
bility is ours, for the men who are running 
this war declare they are out for “ victory ’ 


first. ri “4 "3 


LISTEN to the sort of thing they say: 

Mr. Chamberlain, at the Mansion House on 
Tuesday of last week: “I am not quite so sure 
that they [the British people] understand what 
they are up against, or that we shall have to 
face a phase of this war much grimmer than any- 
thing we have seen yet.” Though the New Year 
had opened quietly, it was “the quiet of the calm 
before the storm.” 

Now if the “storm” were inevitable, there 
would be some sense in worrying only 
about ARP, and ships, and shells, and so on, 

But it is inevitable only if the mass of 
people allow themselves to be hypnotized, 
like a rabbit faced with a stoat, into in- 
activity. Once we realize that a continua- 
tion of the war is not inevitable we have 
taken the first step towards ending it. But 
that first step is all-important, even if it 
does seem but a small one. 


* a s 


QUR Cabinet Ministers know that, and so 
~ do the rulers of all the other States 
at war. 

In none of these States is there any en- 
thusiasm for the war. So, to get their 
people to accept war-time inconveniences 
ilike rationing, the black-out, and higher 


rices, the rulers say that a “testing time’ 
may lie ahead; and they talk of the fine 
ideals for which we are fighting. They 
must retain the support of the man in the 
street. 

It is also significant that Sir John 
Anderson found it necessary to utter last 
week a warning against pacifist propa- 
ganda. “Peace now might very well suit 
our enemy,” he said. “But can anyone 
believe that it would be anything else but 
war postponed?” 

That brings us to the real point of differ- 
ence between those of us who oppose this 
war and those who want to carry on with 
it. 

» . 
"THE German people are told that Britain 
is out for victory. Ti.ey remember 
that last time the Allies’ victory meant 
starvation for hundreds of thousands of 


” Germans: that it meant the Versailles 


Treaty. 

When British leaders now say that this 
time a just peace will follow the Allied 
victory, the German people are not im- 
pressed; for our statesmen made very 
similar promises Jast time. And they 
make no detailed offer, no gesture, that 
would Icad the German people to believe 
them this time. 


al a * 


RN from the statesmen for a moment. 
More and more people are coming to 
agree with Mr. H. G. Wells that we must 
forge a new world order or perish. The 
old order promises nothing but a succes- 
sion of wars, which would keep the com- 
mon people of the earth from their heritage 
of the abundanve now available. 

While we are prepared to accept war as 
part of the scheme of things, so long must 
we expect the old order of poverty amid 
plenty to remain. But as soon as we 
realize that war stands in the way of the 
building of that new world order, and con- 
sequently call for this war to be ended, the 
old order begins to be threatened. 

Need we wait in apathy for “the spring 
offensive.” whether it be a military or a 


peaceful one, before taking that step?” We 
must not. If a Blitzkrieg is launched in 
the spring, we can say goodbye to hopes of 


’ a better order for many years to come. It 


would leave such an aftermath of hatred 
and such a desire for vengeance that a just 
peace would be well-nigh impossible. 

T> be sure, an armistice now, before 
either side has secured a decisive military 
victory over the other, would probably 
mean “war postponed "—unless the breath-; 
ing space was used to lay the foundations 
of a real peace. 

Aad although peace now might very well 
suit our enemy, it would also suif very well 
the people of this and every other country: 

Scores of responsible people have said for 
years that war benefits no-one. Today we 
are finding that it makes us poorer. 

Before the military machine speeds up 
and becomes uncontrollable, the people | 
who have to fight wars and pay for them — 
must Jet their voices be heard in favour 0 
peace. 
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Making Peace Within Ourselves 


In the first of a series of three articles. 
published last week, R. H. Ward argued 
that a state of war existed, under the sur- 
face, in our social and even in our domestic 
lives. 


He concluded with these words: “We 
may unload our sins on to the scapegoat 
and shoo him off into the wilderness. we 
may blame this or blame that, condemn 
this or condemn that as the cause of social 
evils (war included), but it makes no 
difference; the evils still persist.” 


* 


NLY one thing will make any 

difference : the understand- 

ing that the world is what we 
make it, that a society is a collection 
of individuals and can only behave 
according to the state of mind and 
spirit shared by those individuals ; 
ae that those individuals are you 
and I. 


We cannot escape it; we have to make 
the effort of honesty and losk fair <nd 
square at the root of the matter: ourselves. 
And in ourselves the war is still going on; 
We are at war with ourselves. E 


it may take a little time to set used to 
this idea. We are accustomed to thinking 
of ourselves as wholes, as indivisible units. 
and the idea of warfare within an_ indi- 
visible unit is at first absurd. 


But are we units? How often do we say, 
when some decision has to be made, “ Part 
of me would like to dd so-and-so, but 
another part of me would like to do some- 
thing else”? Individual persons have 
many different talents and capacitics and 
often these contradict one another and 


make the individual a house divided and 
inwardly at war. 


Peace in Individuals 


HE truth is that each of us has many 


"selves and that these must be recon- 
ciled and united befor2 peace can prevail 
in the individual human heart and mind. 
For this is the point to which our inquest 
upon the body politic has brought us: the 
unpleasant and painful discovery that the 
aay of v-ar are deep in our own personal 
hearts and that warfare of one sort or 
another, between nations, business con- 
cerns, classes, families and individuals, will 
Aa cease until we learn to make peace 
{rst within ourselves. 


“i 
Out of the heart come wars—.” 


haps we are be Bets 


Sinning today to learn what 
the Old Testament eeannce ied. to tell 
us. Modern psychology has begun to make 
real to us things that we have always read 
Serene but irrelevant archaisms : for 
re Psychologists say that an inward con- 

ict is the cause of a nervous breakdown, ’ 
that is only another way of saying that a 

ouse divided must fall: the thing becomes 
plainer if we think of a war as an inter- 
National “ nervous breakdown,” the symbol 


a Se eee a. 


An Od English 
Custom 


“One thinks of the 


F numbers 
kindly, and peaceable bers of such natural. 


KING men who were murdered— 
ae the only Word to use—in the War and 
ele ers whether such murder cannot at least be 
ee if .not actually prevented, in. the 
en I pas a boy, Irish history was not 
madcne oon ools, so I read English history, 
ake the stories | particularly remember 
apie * should be known in all countries—of 
igod, Earl of Norfolk’ who refused to 
? war overseas when the King, 
Edward I, was not going himself. = 
r ee the King, ‘ you will go or hang.’ 

y God,’ answ q i i 
ohGE nine: ered the Earl, ‘1 will neither 
“And he did not go. In i 
: c 2 modern England, it 
is not the King who wields the Dae that 
_ EH ded in the irteenth 
century. It is his Ministers, And the eee 
of the nobles of medizval times are the rights 


: ay. > 
as an outsider, therefore, y. It seems to me, 


i that the simple er 
ea So many soldiers during the War, ‘ Why 
Themeclveniaene es and the Kaiser fight it out 

; ase er 
of English liberty, on the soundest tradition 


“ Certainly it anybody has to be ki ‘ 
: e killed it would 
See that it should be the elderly political 
itty ou like rather than simple men sinful men, 
Pilitict ike, but-peaceable, who ask nothing from 
ceiver fe to be let live their lives without 
vith, Bae interference. They had no quarrel 
eir ‘enemies ’—did they not come out of 


their trenches and i i 
istmas, 1914? Winepaitrcaa uscresiys 


Now they are dead, usclessly.” |all well-lived lives. Certainly it is quite jn 
Thomas McGreevy in Richard Aldington. order to offer to amether person the oppor- 


by 
R. H. WARD 


Richard Ward was for some 
time Literary Adviser to the 
PPU. He was the founder of 
the Adelphi Group, and inspired 
the creation of the Pacifist 
Service Bureau. 


He is at present engaged in 
literary work. His publications 
include “The Technique of 
Non-Violence” and “The 
Human Factor.” 


on the political and international plane of 
the sort of thing that hapnens when ten- 
sions are set up in an individual between 
his conflicting selves. 


Achieving Peace 


LOW are we to become inwardly and 

personally peacefui? It is hardly the 
business of these articles to say (and cer- 
tainly beyond this writer's capacity). What 
is important to understand is the diversity 
of ways in which the union of the warring 
selves can be achieved. 


This union is in fact the bringing 
together of those selves into a single focus, 
the directing of various capacities along u 
single channel. Some do this by prayer, 
some by “conversion” to a_ particular 
religion, some by what is known as medita- 
tion, some by hard physical labour, some 
by hard mental labour : there are as many 
ways. doubtless, as there are types of 
individuals. 


What is necessary is for any particular 
individual to find the way that suits his 
temperament and capacities; to attemrt to 
follow the wrong way is worse than to 
follow none. But ‘he effect is always the 
same: the creation of an integrated or 
who.e individual. 


We get here an echo of the idea of 
creative living. with which we started: an 
artist is, or should be at least while he is 
at work. an integrated personality ; all his 
various selves, capacities, branches of 
knowledge and study, memories. emotions, 
are focused into the single channel of his 
work, and this * work of art” (a picture or 
a symphony. for instance) is a single point 
that brings them all together. 


It is the same with a “ cause” for which 
a man will forego all the personal inelina- 
tions towards which his different selves 
would drag him hither and thither if his 
whole being, all his capacities, were not 
focused into the one channel of service to 
something outside himself and greater than 
himself. The symphony that the creat:ve 
pacifist must write is tne book of life, the 
cause he must serve the cause of life: he 
needs to be focused in the art of creative 
living. 


Need tor Tolerance 


TWO things have to be remembered in 
a the process of integration: tolerance 
towards other people and tolerance towards 
one’s self. It is extremely easy, when you 
have found your own best way to inward 
and personal peace, to think that your road 
is the only road and that everyone elsc 
must be persuaded, even bullied, to take it 
too. But it may very well be that Buddhism 
(for instance), which you have discovered 
to be your way, is not the way for X. Per- 
haps he finds Christianity more satisfying. 
Naturally, because you have given your 
heart to the Buddha. you are inclined to 
think the Christ a rather inferior master. 


It is as well to remember that both these 
masters expressed in different words (and, 
indeed, often in almost the same words) 
precisely the same fundamental truths, and 
that in fact these same fundamental truths, 
however they may be expressed, underlie 
all religions, as they underlie all arts and 


tunity of coming with you along your road ; 
but it is never in order to coerce another 
mind, even for Christ's sake; and as soon 
as you utter the words “ You ought,” 
coercion has begun. 


‘* Forgive Yourself ”’ 


"TOLERANCE to yourself is even harder. 
But it is quite clear that the seat of 
war, where the warring selves constitute 
the symbols of warring nations, will never 
be changed into the seat of peace by the 
methods of condemnation, punishment and 
resistance ; this is only to cast out evil by 
evil. The first thing our conflicting selves 
have to learn is to accept one another. 


Graham Howe has a theory that the 
things or persons outside ourselves on 
whom we lavish our hatreds are really 
“externalizations” of parts of our own 
beings with which we think we don't 
“set on”: Hitler-haters, for example, are 
liable to have a touch of Hitlerishness in 
their own natures. We see again the ease 
with which, refusing to get to work on our- 
selves, we find scapegoats outside ourselves. 


Another psychologist, William Brown, in 
a recent book, pointed out a very significant 
thing which most of us have missed: that 
Jesus said we.were to love our neighbours 
as ourselves—not more than ourselves and 
not less than ourselves. This does not mean 
that we are to be self-indulgent, but it does 
imply that we are to learn to love our- 
selves as well as our neighbour. 


To condemn and hate yourself only 
aggravates the inward war: to try to get 
rid of those parts of yourself which are a 
nuisance to you by casting them out only 
strengthens them. They must be forgiven 
and assimilated into the general structure 
of the self. 


Indeed, how on earth can a man love his 
neighbour if he does not love himself ; how 
can he look out lovingly at the world when 
there is hatred in his own heart? On the 
other hand, if you can forgive yourself, 
somebody has said, you can forgive the 
whole world. 


lessons of efficient plumbing. 


four per cent.. free of tax. 


Managing Director: E. W. BALES 


ST. PANCRAS BUILDING SOCIETY 


ST. PANCRAS HOUSE, PARKWAY, N.W.1, 


MEDITATION 
ON FROZEN PIPES 


As one wakes in the night to queer sounds in the attic ; observes 
the patch of ceiling which looks so out of place on the bathroom 
floor ; struggles to bandage a wounded but unwilling pipe and be- 
comes drenched in doing so; collects hurriedly pans and buckets to 
harbour the descending cascades before they pass contemptuously 
| on to new points of issue : as, in short, one submits to the customary 
horrors consequent upon frozen water-pipes, one wonders why it is 
| that after all these years so many builders have not learnt the simple 


Yet a little foresight would have saved one! 
running cf the taps at bedtime and all might have been well. In 
common prudence one must always look ahead. The wise investor 
who looks ahead does not forget that March 3st is the last date for 
obiaining shares in St. Pancras Building Society on which the yield is 
Shares issued after that date will earn 
a lower rate of interest, and early application is therefore advisable. 


French Pacifist 


V E have received the following details 

of the trial of Henri Roser, secre- 
tary of the International Fellowship of Re- 
conciliation, who, as reported a fortnight 


ago, surrendered to the French military _ 


authorities under the general mobilization 
order last September, and was court-mar- 
tialled and sentenced to four years’ impris- 
onment: 

A report of the trial was prepared by Claire 
Roser, his wife, who paid tribute to the courtesy 
of the members of the tribunal and to the ability 
and kindness of the counsel for the defence. Sh2 
felt deeply the hostility of the Government Com- 
missary who acted as prosecutor. 


Work Among Poor 

Claire Roser was herself given the opportunity 
of speaking, and she told of her husband's con- 
victions and of his resolve, dating from the time 
of their engagement, never to bear arms. She 
testified to his consistency and described his 
work among the poor. ; 

The prosecutor declared that this so-called 
pastor had been turned out of the Church, made 
out that the office of the IFoR was in Vienna in- 
stead of London, and gave a misleading account 
of Henri Roser’s arrest and disobedience. 

But Henri Roser was allowed a further oppor- 
tunity of speaking He explained his position in 
the Church, and showed that he was duly 
authorized by ‘he Protestant Church for his work 
among the poor. 

The defending counsel, while making it clear 
that he was entirely opposed to his client's posi- 
tion. succeeded wonderfully in showing the 
depth of conviction which had brought a man of 
honour to face the charge 

After retirement, the tribunal found. by six 
votes to one, that there had been insubordination; 
they were unanimous in finding that there had 
been refusal to obey. An application for per- 
mission to appeal was later refused. 

It is understood that Henri Roser is now in the 
Prison de La Sante, Paris. He is employed on 
clerical work and accounting and is glad to feel 
that he is of use. He is permitted to write only 
two letters a week. but may receive letters from 
any of his friends. His wife may pay one short 
visit each week 


Aid for Ref ugees 


Miss Kathicen Hoskin writes to say that since 
her appeal for offers of clothing on behalf of 
refugees, COs, &c., she has had many .parcels 
sent to her which she has had to send to those 
who needed them. This caused considerable and 
unnecessary expense and inconvenience. She 
does not want parcels, but if would-be donors 
would inform her of their offers she will supply 
addresses. ‘ 

She is especially grateful to the Hyde and 
Liverpool groups for large parcels of useful 
clothing. 


Half-an-hour's 


Pil ot Leading 


map and a motor car. Things seen 
are temporal; it is the things unseen 
that make the national tradition. 

Politically, as well as geographically, 
Wales is a country of contrasts and ex- 
tremes. The mountain solitudes and their 
quiet villages are not a greater contrast 
from the crowded mining villages of the 
South than is the mentality of the old 
peasant culture and tradition from that of 
the Socialism or Communism that pro- 
claims Vox populi vox dei. 

The book and play Rhondda Roundabouts 
depict vividly the sharp contrasts in the 
Rhondda Valleys today. It has been the 
glory, or the frailty, of the Celt to look 
backward; ancient memories are often cur- 
rent politics; the poets are remembered 
after the politicians are forgotten. 


* 


AFTER the first day’s Peace Conferenze 

with De Valera, Mr. Lioyd George 
was asked by a friend how they had got on: 
“Qh, we have got as far as Oliver Crom- 
well,” he said. Last year the chief subject 
of discussion at the Conference of the 
Welsh Nationalist Party was the Act of 
Union of England and Wales by Henry 
VI. 

This is not merely the romanticism of the 
Celt but a confirmation of the words, 
“The evil that men do lives after them,” 
or, to use political language, that there is 
no enduring peace unless it is a peace of 
good will and a settlement by consent. 


- O see Wales one needs more than a 


Revolt Against Power 


Englishmen have not been prone to 
learn either the language or the history of 
their neighbours. In his Essay on Celtic 
Poetry Matthew Arnold describes a leader 
in The Times of the day admonishing the 
Welsh for the foolishness of the National 
Eisteddfod and the attempt to maintain a 
language which had few commercial uses 
and only served to propagate useless senti- 
ments. “As I put down the paper,” re- 
marked Matthew Arnold, “I said to my- 
self, Behold England’s difficulty in govern- 
ing Ireland.” 

The tradition of politics in Wales is that 
of revolt against power—against military 
power until the Tudors, against political 
power and industrial power since that 
time. The bastions of the great Norman 
castles that control the river estuaries are 
some evidence of the persistence of the 
military struggle for centuries to dominate 
this Abyssinia of Western Europe. 


The great political fight against Toryism ,5 


and imperialism in 1906 carried every seat 
in Wales for Liberal or Labour. Again, the 
General Strike of 1926 was directly due to 
the industrial struggle of the miners led 
by the Left Wing fighting policy of South 
Wales. And today the Chairman of the 
South Wales Miners Federation is Arthur 
Horner the Communist. 


* 


LL this Celtic fire of revolt and resist- 
ance may be magnificent as courage 
and endurance, but it is war. From its 
moral and material devastations, neither 
tne Liberal nor Labour Party in Wales 
have recovered. 

In Ireland the revolt was political; in 
spiritual things and thoughts ninety per- 
cent of the population -of Southern Ire- 
land has been content to remain Roman 

atholic. 

In Wales, however. the revolt was not 
limited to politics. The historian of the 
Celtie Church, Willis Bund, an English- 
man, Anglican and Tory, has described, as 
one of the most remarkable phenomena of 
Western Christendom. the religious resist- 
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ance in Wales, for over a thousand years, 
fo Roman, Norman and Anglican domina- 
tion. He attributes this to an instinct for 
the local as against the imperial in govern- 
ment, and for the tribal and personal re- 
lationships as against legalized and cen- 
tralized Church systems. To this instinct 


he ascribes the widespread nonconformity 
of Wales. 

However this may be, it is at least a fact 
that no group of Welsh unemployed 
miners today would tolerate for a moment 
the government of their Unemployed Club 
by some paid official responsible to some 
central body, though this is very fre- 
quently the case in England. 

With all the poverty of the Welsh miner, 
who may have been unemployed since 1926 
or even 1921, there is no servility to power 
or position, and one must discover that the 
surface independence can be penetrated by 
trust and friendship. 


* 


THE tradition of revolt against power— 

whether military, clerical or mone- 
tary—may not make for peace, but it at 
least reveals how peace may not be made. 
This failure of coercive legislation in 
Wales is described by an early Noncon- 
formist Martyr, John Penry, who was 
executed in England in 1593: 


‘The seat of judgment in our Common 
Courts is turned into wormwood. It is irksome 
to think how hardly a poor man can keep any- 
thing from thieves of great countenance. 
Churchmen and all will have their right by the 
sword, for by the Word they neither seek it. 
These things I do not set down to disgrace my 
dear countrymen. I bear them another heart. 
My purpose is to show that all the goof politique 
laws in the world cannot wash away these our 
stains. The nitre that washes purely—the Word 
of the Lord—must do it. A conscience must be 
wrought in our people, else they will never leave 
their idolatry, swearing, adultery and thievery. 
They that know the country best, know how 
little the strictest and severest laws in the world 
‘vill take on a great many.” 


Two Methods 


Here again is an important clue to the 
ways in which peace may and may not be 
made. It is a contrast between the political 
and the religious method, between coercion 
and conversion, between the levers that 
control the mass and the “little leaven” 
that changes men and permeates society. 


As Mr. Aldous Huxley has lately re- 
minded us, it is upon the method of obtain- 
ing peace that our distinctive witness and 
the whole raison d’etre of our pacifist 
movement depends. It is therefore of vital 
interest and significance to us in Wales to 
examine the respective methods in our 
history. 

* 


GO far as the military history goes, the 
method of the conflicts of Princes and 
Clans, with England or with one enother. 
is not more edifying than the history of 
Kings and Chronicles in the Bible. When 
actually the Welshman, Harry Tudor, sue- 
ceeded by such methods in becoming King 
of England and established the autocratic 
rule of the Tudors, the power of getting 
perquisites under the Law and emoluments 
under the Church so alienated the Welsh 
aristocracy that they have become Angli- 
cized and Anglicized unto this day. 

For 150 years, in a country overwhelm- 
ingly Welsh, not a single Welsh-speaking 
Bishop was appointed. Nepotism was ram- 
pant. Bishop Campbell and his family 
drew £15,000 a year from the diocese of 
Bangor. 


Radical Experiments 


The neglect and corruption that Govern- 
ment from London involved was little re- 
lieved when regal dictatorship was suc- 
ceeded by the Cromwellian revolution, or 
the Parliamentarianism of Tory and Whig. 
In the years preceding the evangelical 
awakening, Wales was at its lowest ebb 
and merited the description of its state by 
John Penry, 150 years before. 

It was through the vision, initiative and 
intrepidity of a handful of men like Howell 


George MM. Li. DAVIES. member for 
North Wales on the National Couneil 
of the PEU disensses. in two articles, 
pacifism in Wales. Here is the first: 


» Looking Backward 


Harris and Williams Pantycelyn, who 
faced poverty, persecution and obloquy at 
the hands of State, Church and populace 
that ‘‘a conscience was wrought in our 
people” and a new spiritual independence 
and integrity such as Mr. Gandhi seeks to 
create in the Indian peasantry today. 

The local religious “ Societies” founded 
by these pioneers were openings, not only 
for a new sense of dependence on God, but 
of interdependence on one another and for 
exploring the duties of neighbourliness 
and integrity of life. These led to radical 
experiments in community living, not un- 
like those of the religious groups in the 
renaissance of Denmark in the nineteenth 
century. 


* 


py the century that followed the religious 

awakening there was little political re- 
volt, if one excepts the abortive and vio- 
lent rising of the Chartists. The deepen- 
ing and enlightening of mind and con- 
science were the precursors of voluntary 
movements which induced peasants and 
workers to subscribe out of their poverty 
for the establishment of schools ani Col- 
leges up and down Wales. 


Pacifist pioneers of social and political 
reform like Henry Richard, MP. for 
Merthyr, and Samuel Roberts, Llanbryn- 
mair, worked in close collaboration with 
Joseph Sturge, Elihu Burritt and Victor 
Hugo in Peace Conferences in Europe. It 
was in fact the tradition of conscientious 
objection to ecclesiastical domination and 
to the imperialism of the South African 
war that first brought Mr. Lloyd George 
into prominence in Wales, and afterwards 
in British politics, as a Radical and a 
Pacifist. 

(To be continued) 


| Wells said: 


John Millar 


Is an enlightened world public opinion, 
instructed and sustained by a great educa- 
tional renascence, to rule a world reborn, 
or are. . . adventurers to be left free, 
by our silences and our disorganization, to 
destroy mankind? 


Can there be any doubt among us here 
of the answer? Is there any question that 
the imaginative and creative brain is the 
supreme value in human life, and that its 
freedom and dignity are the primary con- 
cern of every civilized man? 


Is there any question that these 
belligerent sovereign states which rule us 
everywhere, their bosses and their officials 
and their cants, are now an intolerable 
menace to everything worth while in 
human life? 


The whole intellectual life of man 
revolts against this intolerable, suffocating, 
murderous nuisance, the  obsolescent 
national State. 


A world revolution to a higher social 
order, a2 world order, or utter downfall lies 
before us all. 


From In Search of Hot Water. 


The Editor's Point of View 


“Ts Pacifism Suspect ga 


EWS—that may turn out to be little 
better than propaganda—that has been 
allowed to reach the public in the last week 
or two has tended to prepare people for a 
year of war rather than for peace this year. 
- It is true (as “ The Plain Man” points out 
elsewhere in this issue) that Mr. Roosevelt 
seems to be almost expecting peace efforts 
to be renewed before very long. Nor 
should the fact be underestimated. 

It was the spokesman of a group of 
churchmen who actually criticized the 
President for sending Mr. Myron C. Taylor 
to Italy “as his special peace Ambassador 
to the Pope” who referred to the group's 
interview with Mr. Roosevelt as giving 
them “the impression: that the sppoint- 
ment of such an envoy would not have 
been made but for the distinct hope of 
some real developments in the direction 
of peace.” 

On the other hand, there were the fears 
—whether justified and real or not—-ex- 
pressed at the beginning of this week that 
the war was about to extend to the Low 
Countries and thus start on a new phase 
that would make peace more remote. That 
tends, every day, to look more like the 
propaganda that has long been known as 
the war of nerves. 


The Premier’s Speech 


It may have been propaganda, too (of'a 
similar kind, but suggestive also of 
whistling to keep up our own people's 
morale) rather than a real indication of 
the Allies’ intentions that Mr. Chamber- 
lain provided in his speech in the City of 
London last week. Certainly it is to be 
hoped so. 

In the first place, it will be remembered. 
the Prime Minister spoke in bold terms of 
having “subordinated all personal con- 
siderations and feelings to the task ... of 
bringing the war to a successful conclu- 
sion.” He went on to assure his hearers 
that what they had already seen was but 
“the calm before the storm,’ and that 
there weie “ grimmer days ahead.” 

@ore extraordinary was his emphasis on 


the hardships which the poor can expect 
and his discouragement of “ tying up wages 
to the cost of living "—as if the whole pur- 
pose of wages wasn’t to meet the cost of 
living! That kind of thing certainly does 
not seeni calculated to raise the morale of 
the people for a continuance of the war. 


* 
ie may. however, have to be acknowledged 
that the British and French Govern- 
ments really are intent upon pursuing the 
war. 

The most charitable view of the attitude 
of at least some of their members—that 
behind the conventional appearance of 
determination which prestige dictates they 
are desperately looking for a way out of a 
method which they have themselves con- 
fessed to be futile — may have to be 
admitted to be wide of the facts. 

Certainly the deterioration in outlook in 
recent days that has to be noted is con- 
sistent with a determination to fight on. 

In many ways the most deplorable sign 
of this was Mr. Chamberlain's own fasten- 
ing of responsibility for the continuance of 
the war on the people of Germany, as well 
as on “the tyrants who stand over them.” 
It is not very many weeks since we were 
still officially proclaiming that. we had no 
quarrel with the German people. 

Mr. Chamberlain showed that at any rate 
some of the high ideals which we have 
always prcfessed to be our object in fight- 
ing this war remain in view. He even 
spoke of “the desire of the Allies for an 
essentially human, just. Christian settle- 
ment.” 

* 


RE we. then, to accept the position and 

let the war run its course without any 
effort to end it, even if we cannot support 
it, hoping for the best, that when it’s over 
we shall be more readily listened to, and 
that a real peace can then be made? If 
we do not accept it in that sense, are we 
really the “suspect ’ people against whom 
Sir John Anderson felt it necessary to 

(Continued on page 5) 
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PEACE NEWS 


Allow Food 
Into Germany 


HE Ven. Percy Harthill, who is a 
pacifist, moved the following re- 
solution at a meeting this week of 
the Lower House of the Convocation 


of Canterbury: : 


“That this house respectfully requests 
the president humbly to petition His 
Majesty's Government so to adjust the 
blockade as to allow the free importation 
of foodstuffs into Germany in accordance 


with the precept: ‘If thine enemy hunger, 
feed him.’ ” 


IS PACIFISM 
“SUSPECT”? 


(continued from page 4) 
warn people last week? 
; Sir John. declared that this country was 
‘Tesolutely behind the Government in its 
determination to put an end ‘o the rule of 
jungle law in international affairs.” There 
could be only one answer, he asserted, to 
the question whether we were to “live 
under the rule of law or the rule of brute 
force,” and it must be given now. 

{s the pacifist, in believing that in spite 
of any determination by his fellows to pur- 
sue the war he must continue to work for 
its ending, really opposed to the things 
which Sir John is so determined to seek? 
Is he really suspect because he as 
passionately believes that those things can- 
not be gained by the jungle Jaw called war 
but only by the more civilized methods of 
discussion, co-operation, and generosity? 


War Destro ys Ideals 


pat Sir John really desires these high 
i leals to be realized, and if he regards the 
a case for attaining them by peace- 
ni means as a menace, let him consider 
the words of one of his Cabinet colleagues. 

NG less @ person than the Foreign Secre- 
ary said in the House of Lords on December 
2 Jast: “I recognize the truth of what has 
been said about the increasing difficulty of 
maintaining this position in the hearts of 
our people as the war goes on.” 

If that is not in itself a sufficient 
answer to the view which not only the 
Home Secretary but a large proportion of 
our people take, it is at any rate a per- 
oaent reply. For it shows that, so far 
noe being a danger to our country, it is 
ecause we agree with the noblest state- 
ments of our country’s purpose that we 
plead for the abandonment of a war that 
sara) phicue it, and the substitution of 

ods that ar j 
a Oa e at least more hopeful if 


* 
Tr may well he argued — as Wilfred 

W ellock does argue in this issue—that 
War is simply part of the process of the 

ay of the capitalist system and the con- 
sequent efforts of the capitalists to save 
themselves and their control. 
In that case. some would say, it is quite 
futile to try to persuade the capitalists. to 
stop the war. Even if sufficient support 
could be gained among the people to be at 
all influential in the direction of making 
their rulers call a halt, instead of doing so, 
the rulers would simply take further 
measures to suppress any such movement. 
_ The machinery for such totalitarianism 
1s, In fact, ready at hand. 

But-the need to Oppose the war is thus 
made not smaller but greater. At the same 
time it 1s made more important that the 
Opposition should be entirely non-violent 
and all that that must mean in terms of 
constructive good will as well as courage to 
face suffering without retaliation. 

For once that game is started it becomes 
a mere extension and complication of the 
war game, which is just as futile as when 

played” between States and probably 
more disastrous to those who would fight 
the capitalists at their own game. On the 
other hand. non-violent resistance is a 
method which, though still in its most 
elementary Stage in this country, is quite 
ee to the method of the capitalist. 
aes er way, the need is to stop the war 
arte Set our opponents—whoever they 
nae eee Otag the conference table. 
oe k one can be found a means of 
Gre Fi ogether, socially and internation- 
fe at meets the essential needs of all 
Na removes the causes of war. 


Humphrey S. Moore 


the 
Cec 
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C.0.s Turned Down by Tribunals 
Are Now Called Up 


ANOTHER ONE IGNORES 
ARMY SUMMONS 


HE authorities have begun to call up conscientious objectors 
who have been refused exemption by the local or appellate 


tribunals. 


Mr. R. J. Goymour, of Twickenham, was 
due to report yesterday. His application 
to be registered’ as a CO was turned down 
by the local and appellate tribunals. 

Mr. Haddon Judson, of Tottenham, has 
also received a summons to attend fcr 
medical examination and does not intend to 
comply with it. 

It is understood that Mr. G. T. Plume, the 
“political” objector whose case was also 
turned down by the appellate tribunal, 
and who has already refused to obey a 
similar summons, has been asked to report 
at the Ministry of Labour. 


A “ Vital Point ” 


Pointing out that the conditional registration of 
an applicant in the register of COs is an admis- 
sion by the tribunal that he has a conscientious 
objection to military service, Mr. G. A. Suther- 
Jand, chairman of the Manchester Joint Advisory 
Committee for Pacifists, writes: 

“If, therefore, an applicant, having failed to 
carry out the prescribed condition, re-appears in 
accordance with the Act (Section 5. sub-section 8) 
before the tribunal that directed his conditional 
registration as a CO, I maintain that that tribunal 
...can take only one of two courses, viz., direct 
that he be registered as a CO on some new con- 
dition, or direct that he be registered as a CO 
unconditionally. Local Advisory Committees 
would, I think, be well advised to sce that this 
vital point is adequately presented to the local 
tribunal in the first case of re-examination of an 
applicant who has failed to carrv out the condi- 
tion of his registration as a CO.” 


Fellowship of C.O.s will 
Work to End War 


ESIDES welcoming within its ranks all 
who object to this war, whatever their 
philosophy cr creed, the Fellowship of Con- 
scientious Objectors, at its first annual con- 
ference in London on Saturday, affirmed 
that the “attitude we are individually 
taking will lead ultimately to a collective 
effort to (a) stop this present war and (b) 
remove the causes of all war.” 

Another resolution condemned the de- 
cisicns of some of the local tribunals and 
declared that the FCO would “ ceaselessly 
combat the attempts made to turn the 
tribunals into recruiting agencies for the 
nan-combatant wing of the armed services 
and for auxiliary war occupations.” 

Particulars of membership of the FCO 
can be obtained from the secretary. Philip 
H. W. Couldry, 1 Paper Buildings, Temple. 
E.C.4. 


Decisions of 


Local Tribunals 


JN the following analysis of local tribu- 

nals’ decisions, A stands for uncondi- 
tional exemption, B for conditional exemp- 
tion C for registration for non-combatant 
duties, and D for unqualified registration 
for military service: 


MIDLAND 
At Birmingham, January 8-10 
AS ae sie ee Cae AO ad 24 
B 7... .- 80 - D.; -. 10 
Total .. 104 


(seven cases adjourned) 


Our observer writes: “Of the unconditional 
exemptions one was due to the forceful advocacy 
of the Rev. Leyton Richards, who testified to 
the applicant's devoted service to his fellow-men. 
In the other case the man had lost money by 
changing employment owing to his convictions. 

“The conditional exemptions were on the 
condition of continuing in the present type of 
work except in eight cases, which were adjourn- 
ments for two months in order to get work of 
greater national importance. 

“There were a number of men who were or 
had been under training at the Friends Ambu- 
jance Unit camp at Northfield. Several of these 
were going with an ambulance unit to Finland 
shortly. 

“Though the intention to give fair decisions is 
manifest, three of those placed on the Military 
Register seemed to have been wrongly dealt 
with.” 


SOUTH-EASTERN SCOTLAND 
At Edinburgh, January 10 and 11 
AD RE yy ee Coz so. 23 
B.. se | Do ee a aS 
Total . 31 
(One case of “dual nationality” was ad- 
journed:; one case under “D” was for the Hard- 
ship Committee.) 


LONDON 
At Fulham, January 8, 9, 10 & 12 
A os ee 1 _ Cm 2a 19 
B sce -- 33 Be -. 10 
Total .. 63 
SOUTH-EASTERN 
At Southwark, January 8—12 
Ay sk 7b ae Ge. « ‘1 
Bras as ee D. oo. HU 
Total .. 79 
SOUTH WALES 
At- Cardiff, January 10—12 
A oe 8 Cs cease 
B 17 D “12 


oe 


Total .. 54 


NORTH-WESTERN 
At Manchester, January 2-12 


AS) ais nie 9 2 Ry 
“i ee DD 2:3 oc. 2 
Total... var 32 


Tribute to N. Wales Tribunal 


Mr. Geoffrey V. Turner, of Coleg Harlach, 
writes: 

“fT should like to express through the medium 
of your columns my appreciation of the working 
of the North Wales conscientious objectors’ tri- 
bunal. It is an almost impossible task to esti- 
mate accurately the relative worth of a person’s 
sincerity, but I feel from personal experience 
that this tribunal is making a careful and weil- 
meaning attempt to carry out this task. 

“I am happy to think that I live in a com- 
munity which can still allow those individuals 
who cannot agree with the generally accepted 
policy to think and act as their conscience 
directs them.” 


A Helpful Analogy 

A Welsh barrister writes: “ Those who have 
difficulty in explaining why, though prepared to 
relieve an individual suffering soldier, they will 
not join the RAMC, may find this analogy help- 
ful: The most sternly loyalist chairman of a 
tribunal would, I think, admit that any barrister 
who was asked from the dock by a member of 
the Irish Republican Army to defend him on a 
charge of treason. must do so; no matter what 
his feelings about the IRA. But would it be 
suggested that such a barrister could not con- 
sistently decline an appointment as legal] ad- 
viser and standing counsel to the IRA?” 


Future Tribunals 


FOLLOWING are particulars of forth- 
coming sessions of the tribunals for 
conscientious objectors (dates are inclu- 
sive): 
NORTHUMBERLAND & DURHAM 
In Newcastle on January 25 und 26. 


NORTH-WESTERN 
In Conference Hall, Town Hall, Albert Square, 
Manchester, today (9.45 a.m.). Also in Man- 
chester, January 22-26, and January 29—Febh 2. 
NORTH-EASTERN 
In County Court, Albion Place, Lecds. 1, on 
January 22, 25, 29 and February 6 (10.15 a.m.). 
SOUTH-WESTERN 
Ya Bristol, January 23—26 


SOUTH WALES 


In Town Hall, Aberystwyth, today (0 am. 
and 2 p.m. 
In Guild Hall, Swansea, January 22 and 25 


- (10.30 am and 2 p.m.). 


In Shir: Hall, Carmarthen, January 26 
(10.30 a.m. and 1.30 p.m.). 

In Guild Hall Swansea, January 29 (19.30 a.m. 
and 2 p.m.) 

LONDON 

In Fulham Town Hall (nearest station, 
Watham Green) on Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays, from 10 a.m. to 5 pm; in West 
London County Court, North End Road (stations 
West Kensington or Barons Court) on Thursdays 
(1.30 to 5 p.m.) and Fridays (10 aim. tu 5 pm). 


SOUTH-EASTERN 


In Southwark County Court, Swan Strect, off 
Trinity Street, Borough (stations, Borough or 
Elephant and Castle) on Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays (10.30 a.m. to 4 p.m.), 

This tribunal also deals with London cases on 
Tuesdays, when it meets in Bloomsbury County 
Court, Great Portland Street. at 10.30 a.m. 

The above dates are subject to alteration at 
the discretion of the chairman of the tribunal, 
though changes are rare 


Santos 
Antonio 
Maria 
Africa 
Ina 
Ajarora 
Paquita 
Luis 
Miguel 
Jaime 
Pilar 


Vicente 
Juan 
Armando 
Helio 


Irma 
Manolo 
Carmen 
and many 
others. 


EVACUEE—REFUGEE | 


It 


“Do unto others as ye would that men should 


THE WAR RESISTERS’? | 
INTERNATIONAL 


with its members domiciled in 68 different 
countries cannot forget—the refugees. It does 
not forget its little Spanish friends, who are 
still in the South of France, and parents who 
have no home. 


OUR HOUSE IN THE PYRENEES must be 
closed and with one big final effort all will be 
provided for IF YOU WILL HELP NoW. 
Only Santos can go back to Spain. Some will 
go with their families to the vineyards, but 
some are without Father or Mother. 

These, and grown-ups without work, are still 
our responsibility. 


SEND YOUR GIFTS NOW—PLEASE 


To RUTH FRY, 
The War Resisters’ International Spanish 


11 Abbey Road, Enfield, Middlesex. 


is only a Step. 


do to you.” 


Fund, 


_, po opeewne 


To Regional 
Secretaries 


eae and the Chairman of your Region, 
are invited to a preliminary confer- 
ence to discuss better co-ordination of 
regions within the London Area to be held 


on Tuesday, February 13, at 6 p.m. (before 


the usual members’ mecting) at Dick 
Sheppard Club, King’s Weigh House, 
Binney Street ‘(late Thomas Street), 
Oxford Street, opposite Selfridge’s. 

Light refreshments can be had at the 
club before or after the conference. 

Please see that your region is represen- 
ted at this important first meeting. 


JOHN BARCLAY (Convener). 


 STOP-THE-WAR ” 
CAMPAIGN 


I should like to suggest to those who sub- 
scribe to the “stop the war campaign” letter 
that they place an exaggerated value upon the 
numbers of “ potentially active” membcrs of the 
movement. 

Admittedly there are many individuals who 
doubt whether the PPU has been bold enough 
in the past and whether “psyschological 
moments” have not been missed. 

The fact has to be realized, however, that 
Headquarters can go no faster than the move- 
ment will allow. I.have no doubt that there 
is a minority in the PPU which wants more 
action, but that would not appear to be 
the general feeling through the PPU. So far 
support for any of the big demonstrations 
arranged by the movement has fallen short of 
what might have been expected had the move- 
ment been ripe for “action.” 


Is it not true that the orders for the “ Stop | 


the War” leaflets diminished after the first two 
issues? Did not large numbers of members 
agree to sell Peace News for the Women’s 
Peace Campaign Saturday and then fail to turn 
up? What about las year's planned demonstra- 
tion against the Aldershot Tattoo, which failed 
as far as Aldershot itself was concerned be- 
cause the London Group Leaders and others 
were against such .anti-war action. There are 
frequently demonstrations in the Provinces 
which have lacked effectiveness because sufficient 
members have not approved of such activities. 

{ am sending for the memo mentioned in the 
letter and am willing to help in any way I think 
will be of use. 


R. F. HATT. 
1 Manor House, Alton, Hants, 


“The more I see of the world the more I am 
convinced of the utter inability of brute force 
to accomplish anything durable.”"—Napoleon. 


PEACE 


NEWS 


TO SPEAK OR NOT TO SPEAK ? 


By John 


HERE are people in the Pacifist Move- 
ment who do not believe it is any 
good talking peace in wartime. On the 
other hand, as if to balance them, there are 
many outside the movement who do not 
believe in talking hate. It is the business 
of those of us who do the talking to intro- 
duce the non-talkers to the non-haters; 
in other words, the active pacifist is the 
one who can bridge the gulf between the 
two sorts of war-haters. 
For my part, I am con- 
The Group vinced that it is only by 
Secretary’s the extension and expan- 
Weekl sion of the group system 
y and the rapid interchange 
of ideas that we shall get 
things altered. 

How are we progressing ? The number of 
new groups is growing week by week and 
aS new areas are covered the map on my 
wall sprouts with pins. 

The permeation of new ideas is bound 
to be slow but with every new group 
formed a new channel is dug along which 
ideas may pass. Ideas come from indi- 
viduals and it is becoming increasingly 
difficult to supply the demand for speakers 
to address our meetings. 


Notes 


a * s 


The growing demand is caused by :— 


(a) The number of new groups being 

formed. 

(b) The increased sale and distribution 

of Pacifist literature. 

(c) The desire for an alternative to War 

amongst masses of people. 

If we are to meet this demand in the 
coming year, we shall have to call on our 
present speakers to give more of their 
time and also to train new speakers to 
supplement those we already have. 

Already many groups are tackling this 
problem by running Speakers’ Classes and 
some of the youngest members from these 
classes are doing great work on our plat- 
forms. I believe that many more could 
be found to take the strain in the spring, 
but too much importance is placed on 


“National” names and so these “ budding 


Barclay 


orators” are never given a chance. 

At the big rally of women recently held 
at the Central Hall in London, the most 
outstanding figure was Miss Rosalind 


Bevan, who had previously only been heard | Jesus. 


at small meetings, chiefly in South Wales. 
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BOOKS 


A New Life 


of Jesus 


Hugh J. Schonfield, Duckworth. 


8s. 6d. 


Another personality at present hardly} —P*SPECIALLY in war-time, all fresh light 


known is twenty-one-year-old Basil Paint- 


that can be thrown on the personality 


ing. Thousands have heard him on our] of Jesus is eminently precious. 


platform in Hyde Park but before long I 


It is not infrequently contended, and 


hope he will be heard in many other places.| probably with a great deal of truth, that 


Most of the prominent speakers of today, 
so often asked for by those organizing 
meetings, were once unknown and prob- 


the only foundation for a pacifism that will 
really stand the strain of war is a 
Christian foundation—and this means a 


ably did their best work when moving; foundation laid upon the life, teaching and 


amongst small groups. 


There must be} example of Jesus Christ. 


In the long run 


hundreds of others, if we could only get} all other justification for war-resistance 
them to come out into the open and make} will perhaps melt away, except the simple 
their voice heard. “To talk or not to talk ;| assertion, “This is the way my Master 


that is the question.” 


* « 


I often feel that if everyone who felt in 


| 
| 


trod, and I must tread it also after Him.” 

Mr. Schonfield enables us to see Jesus 
again, and from fresh angles. His biography 
is marvellously well documented, especi- 


his heart that war was futile would say| ally from the contemporary Jewish litera- 
so out loud, even if his audience only con-| ture. Much of the new matter which he 


sisted of the man in the railway carriage 
sitting next to him, there would be scarcely 
anyone left to fight. The trouble is that 
all are waiting for a lead and leaders are 
scarce. 

The constant strain of speaking day after 
day to new audiences is considerable and 
I know from experience that unless one 
can keep one’s vision fresh and clear it 
can become heart-breaking. There is one 
way of keeping that vision clear and that 
is to see it through new eyes. 

I find my chief source of inspiration in 
meetings of small groups of the PPU all 
over the country and when I think that 
four years ago these did not exist, I know 
that all is well. Dick Sheppard has left 
us a job of work that can only be carried 
out if we will pass on the faith that he 
had in us to those who are waiting to be 
called. 

There are new worlds to conquer; let 
us rely on.the new men and women pour- 
ing into our ranks, for after all, it is they 
who will have the work to do in the future, 
when most of us are dead and forgotten. 


What the Groups Are Doing 


REXHAM members nave had to face the 
financial: position of the group, which is 
very serious and at present points to their relin- 
quishing the Dick Sheppard House altogether. 
Two regular sources of income have had to 
close down, and appears that the cnly salvation 
is to find tenants for two rooms on the top floor— 
one a very big one which could be used as a 
ped-sitting room, and the other a small anteroom 
vcr general purposes. Bathroom and other con- 
veniences could be shared with the caretaker. 
The house is in an excellent position in Wrex- 
nam—a very good centre for a wide area. Any 
possible tenants should communicate with Mrs. 
‘sloyd, Grove Park, Wrexham, or to the secretary, 
Mr. Clifford Watkins, Maesfwyn Road, Wrexham, 
or to Annie E. Humphreys, Eweini, Gloucester 
Drive, Wrexham. 
Hatfield Group Formed 
gts inaugural meeting of the Hatficld group 
was held recently and was addressed by 
«ack Brown, secretary of the Welwyn Garden 


City group. 
Mr Brown reviewed the development of 
pacifism in the light of current affairs, and 


siressed the importance of keeping alive the spirit 
o! peace, particularly at a time when the whole 
national policy was devoted to quenching it. 
“ne PPU,” he said. “is an association for pro- 
moting the highest ideals in life, and 1 am proud 
of my connexion with it.” 

An ambitious programme of action was formu- 
lated, which included group meetings, a study 
team, fireside talks, Peace News sclling and dis- 
tribution of propaganda. 


Long Buckby Pacifists 
Rect sts in Long Buckby recently claimed 
mention on the front page of the Northamp- 
ton Mercury and Herald. “In this war,” the 
article statcd, “Long Buckby may well become 
known for the numker of conscicntious objectors 
it sends to face tribunals. 

“In this small town the Peace Pledge Union 
has 27 members, including 15 men of military 
age, every one of whom will register as a con- 
scientious objector. 

“It was a blind resident, Mr. Edwin Whitmore, 
who introduced the PPU movement to Long 
Buckby. A group was formed in 1938, and it has 
for its chairman the Rev. M. R. Griffiths, Congre- 
gational minister, and for its secretary, Mr. 
Horace Shatford. 

“Every week the group holds a meeting at 
Mr. Griffith's home and no secret is made of the 
fact that members are coached in order that they 
can make the best of their case when they face 
tribunals.” 


Needs of a New Community 
SMALL group of pacifists—and refugees-~ 
living at Quarley. in Hampshire, are 

attempting by their communal! method of living 
to eliminate competition, which they believe to 
be one of the major causes of the war. Already 
eight of them have made a satisfactory begin- 
ning at “ Albery,” which is one of four houses 
built by Hugh’s Settlement, ®aving accommoda- 
tion for 10 to 12 people, with one acre of land 
and more available. 


For the future they visualize a village commu- 
nity with more cottages for families and small 
groups, further cultivation of the land, livestock 
and utilitarian handcrafts. 

Hand looms, woven and machine-knitted goods 
are already being produced and orders can be 
taken. 

As the community grows they wish to expand 
their living accommodation—built from the local 
chalk—and a settler with knowledge of building 
would be invaluable. They also need someone 
with a knowledge of horticulture and the 
management of livestock. There is an opening, 
too, for a boot and shoe repairer, to meet local 
requirements. 

They wish to exchange goods with other com- 
munities, and also believe very strongly in the 
interchange of people with specialized know- 
ledge, being themselves ready to co-operate in 
this way with other groups. 


Lincoln and Politics 


OLITICAL action by the pacifist movement 
was advocated by Mr. Sidney Gibbon, 
Newark Group Leader, when he spoke at Lincoln, 
last Friday at a meeting arramged by Lincoln 
PPU. There was on atfendance of nearly 50. © 
Declaring that the only active opposition to the 
Government now was that provided by the 
Pacifist movement, Mr. Gibbon urged that candi- 
dates with a first-hand knowledge o! social 
problems and industrial questions, as well as 
international affairs, should be put up at by- 
elections. Pacifists, he said, had to be social 
revolutionaries. and as such could not keep out 
of politics. 
A fruitful discussion followed the talk, and a 
local (non-pacifist) city councillor was among 
those who took part. 


Holborn and St. Pancras 


INCE the beginning of the war the Holborn 
and St. Pancras group has intensified its 
propaganda and increased its active membership 
eensiderably. Attendances averaging 70 to 80 
have been a feature, and a monthly activity meet- 
ing has been co-ordinating press, pamphlet and 
poster work. ‘ 

With regard to Tribunals, volunteers have been 
reporting for the Central Advisory Bureau at 
Fulham and Southwark; an emergency advisory 
rota has been formed: a special record is being 
made of all Group COs to ensure that they are 
kept in touch with adequately. 

The Group has decided to disaffiliate from the 
No-Conscription League. 

The January to April programme of weekly 
speakers, including Wilfred Wellock, Reginald 
Reynolds and George Padmore, has now been 
published and copies are obtainable free from the 
Secretary, Frank Jarvis, 93 Carleton Road, N.7. 


Leeds Poster Parade 


POSTER parade will be held in Leeds 

; tomorrow (Saturday) starting at 2 p.m. 
prompt from the Friends’ Meeting House, Great 
Wilson Street. Helpers are urgently needed and 


information is obtainable from Mr. J. M. Rosen- 
blum, 4 Grange Terrace, Leeds. Telephone No. 
41704. 


Brierley Hill and First Aid 


HE six months old Brierley Hill and Stour- 

bridge group which meets each week in the 
Friends’ Meeting House, Stourbridge, has just 
completed a course in first aid. The lecturer, a 
brother of one of the members, gave his services 
voluntarily. 

The group has aiso an active women pacifists 
working party, and recently members arranged 
a test tribunal. At each meeting several 
inquirers about pacifism have turned up. 


Paddington and North Kensington 
T the annual general business meeting of the 
Paddington and North Kensington Group 
several new members were present, and although 
the group is not yet large cnough to split in two, 
it was decided in view of the increased pvoessibili- 
ties, to elect separate leaders for the work in the 

Paddington and North Kensington districts. 

A new idea is being tried. Eacn member has 
been made responsible for selling a given 
number of copies of Peace News each week 
among sympathetic people. Visiting of signa- 
tories with a view to discovering the strength 
of the group and increasing the number of regular 
subscribers to Peace News is also being organized. 

The group is affiliated to the No-Conscription 
League and the Paddington Youth Forum. Mock 
tribunals are to be arranged and assistance given 
to COs. i 


Birmingham Sunday Meetings 
N every Sunday morning a’ 59 Bushmore 
Road, Hall Green, Birmingham, an open 
meeting to any pacifists or sympathizers is held 
from 10.30 to 12 o’clock, when special considera- 
tion is given to young men resisting conscription. 


Lincoin Meeting 
MEETING of the Newcastle-upon-Tyne and 
district branch was held on Friday last, 
when six members gave short papers on the 
subject: ‘‘What the Peace Pledge means to me.” 
There were ninety-four members present, and 
the chairman, Dr. Arthur Raistrick, told- the 
meeting that in the ten weeks previous to Christ- 
mas, he had taken the chair at 87 PPU meetings. 


Southbourne Secretary 
HE address of H. Paull, secretary of the 
Southbourne group, is now 135 Stewarts 
Road, Bournemouth. 


Taunton Peace Group 


HE Taunton Peace Group now holds fort- 
nightly meetings in the Friends’ Meeting 
House, Bath Place, Taunton. Last Tuesday an 
interesting talk on “Peace by Propaganda” was 
given by Harold Sumption. 

Next Tuesday, Mr. Segal, a London headmaster, 
will give a talk cn the subject of his book, 
“A Pen’north of Chips.” It is hoped that com- 
bined meetings with other groups in the town 
will be arranged shortly. 


thus weaves into the familiar texture of 
the Gospel story is extraordinarily 
interesting and appropriate. It is unlikely 
that any Christian will agree with all his 
conclusions, or feel that he has provided 
an entirely satisfactory portrait of the 
greatest figure in history—or beyond 
history. Occasionally he seems indeed to 
fall into lamentable and inexplicable 
errors of taste and judgment. But we can 
readily excuse these, because of the fresh- 
ness and vividness of the biography as a 
whole. 

The most casual reader of Mr. Schon- 
field’s book will feel that here and there 
is portrayed, with insight and sympathy, 
but also with honesty and candour, a 
personality so great as to become a norm 
for all other personalities into contact with 
which it came, or still comes. Even as we 
see Jesus freshly depicted as a human 
figure, we feel at the same time that he is 
a more than human figure, that the attitude 
of men—for instance of men on this side or 
that of a tribunal table—towards Him and 
His teachings is as decisive today as it was 
two thousand years ago: that they are 
judged, and their eternal value appraised, 
just by the attitude which they ‘take to 
this supreme personality. 

The battle for peace against war is still 
the battle for Jesus Christ against the 
forces which crucified Jesus Christ. There- 
fore Mr. Schonfield’s faithful and beauti- 
ful work is the more abundantly welcome. 


John S. Hoyland 


Through the Maze 


ABC of War-Time Law. R. S. W. Pollard. 
Hamish Hamilton. ls, 3d. 


¥F “the Law is a hass” in time of peace, it 

is an interesting problem in zoological 
classification to define what it is in time of 
war. Daily the number and complexity of 
regulations increase, and the ordinary man 
finds himself confronted with a new and 
onerous burden jn life: keeping abreast of 
it all for fear of the consequences. After 
all. ignorance is no excuse; the citizen is 
required to know the law as it affects him- 
self and his activities. 

To his aid has now come the well-known 
London lawyer and pacifist, Mr. R. S. W. 
Pollard, who here provides a simple, yet 
comprehensive guide to this prodigious 
mass of new legislation, in question and 
answer form and arranged as an encyclo- 
pedia. it is finely done. 

As hardly a day passes without some new 
enactment, or modification of some former 
decree, it is only to be expected that the 
references will require revision from time 
to time (the paragraph on Food Prices and 
Rationing ‘is, naturally, already  in- 
adequate). I ‘suggest that Mr. Pollard and 
his publishers might well consider the 
periodic reissue of the book, with out-of- 
date references revised, and presented in 
less substantial form at a lower price. I 
believe it might then become as indis- 
pensable and as widely purchased a volume 
as Bradshaw. A. §S. 


Peace and War Aims 


The Peace Book Company have made two | 


important reprints : 

Peace and War Aims (\s.), the remarkable 
correspondence which started in The Times the 
day after the declaration of war. It includes 
H. G. Wells’ new declaration of “The Rights of 
Man.” : 

Building a New Europe, by Dr. Benes (6d.), 
being the speech he delivered at the Foyle’s 
literary Juncheon in December last. He is intro- 
duced by H. G. Wells. 
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Items for inclusion in this column 
should contain: Date, Town, Time, 
Place (hall, street); nature of event; 
speakers, organizers (and secretary's 
address). 

As it is a free service we reserve 
the right to select items for inclusion. 

Notices received after MONDAY 
will in any case stand very little 
chance of publication. 


Today (Friday) 
LONDON, E.C.2; 110 p.m St. Margaret's, Loth- 
bury: Reginald Sorensen on “ Christianity and 
Pacifism"; PPU 
GLASGOW; 7.30 p.m. }LP Rooms, Batson Street; 
Mock Tribunal; No Conscription League. 


i i 7 p.m. Adult Sch ri . 
Tegional ult School, Friar Lane; 
Party Grd); Ppyeer a meeting and Birthday 


PEACE 


NEWS 


| Letters to 
‘PACIFISTS AND 


| THE GOVERNMENT 


important point which Dr. Herbert 
Gray has neglected in his Peace News financial control in Eastern Europe and in the 


AN 


the Editor 


interests are calmly sacrificed on any excuse, but 
the interests of Bankers, Financiers, and munition 
makers are regarded as so important that rather 
than sacrifice them, the Government prefers to 
wage war, ostensibly to save Democracy, actually 
to maintain mastery over the affairs of Europe, 


jarticle of January 12, where he writes de- Balkans, possession of the ex-German colonies, 


precating railing at the Government, stat- 
ing that the Premier could not adopt a 
not 


different policy since this nation is 


and to try to prolong the life of Capitalism by 
regaining military control over the lives of the 
eople. 

While agreeing with most of the points made 


| pacifist, is the point that eight years ago by Dr. Gray, whose writings and sermons I 


\this nation was neither pacifist nor mili- 
The creation of a willingness for 


tarist. 


admire greatly, I am strongly of the opinion that 
there is a place in Pacifist activities for studying 
and revealing the duplicity of the Government, 


war was done deliberately by the Govern- and for making clear the underlying motives of 


ment, using every form of propaganda, 
over a number of years, particularly since 


Baldwin's premiership. 


Use was made even of the results of the Peace 
Ballot, which the Conservative Government first 
opposed, since it seemed to Le another obstacle 
to rearmament, and then, when public opinien 
in favour of a real 
League of Nations, the Government achieved its 


was seen to be strongly 


war moves. Only if the public learns the neces- 
sity for looking below the surface of things, and 
for remembering the actions of ministers as well 
as listening to their fair speeches, only then shall 
we pet national hard-thinking on the kind of 
peace we need. 

Wrong actions, shameful motives, and un- 
worthy intentions of those elected to run the 
country so that all its people will be happy, must 


2 > 
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January 27: “ Better | stock-keeper and invoice clerk. 
welcomed. | anything.—-A. C. Willson, 84 Rosebery Gardens. 


Willing learn 
London, N4. 


om 
/ 


he had along, of world statesmen, the conviction 
the courage and the vision to lead the nations to 
peace. 

We may not agree with his recent political 
actions, but simply to disagree is negative and 
wasteful. On the contrary by the utmost en- 
couragement of the great spiritual and pacifist 
possibilities of this most popular president, we 
may yet see emerge, before this mad war has 
run its course, a great peacemaker 1 suggest 
that every PPU and FoR group, and all the other 
peace organizations send Roosevelt a circular 
letter to this effect now. 

DONALD E. WARD. 

10 Grosvenor Road, Orpington, Kent. 


Men and women throughout tne world must 
have watched with great appreciation the unre- 
mitting efforts of the Pope to restore European 
Peace. 

The thousands who desire peace would, by ex- 
pressing their gratitude, encourage these efforts: 
letters should be sent to the Papal delegate in 
this country, who is His Excellency Monsignor W. 
Godfrey, Apostolic Delegation, 54 Parkside, 
London, S.W.19. 

MAR 

12 Churchfield Road, Ealing, W 13 


How to Stop the War 


There is a simple and easy method of stopping 
the war (and all wars) by just inviting the 
attackers (who have no hatred against the people 
they are forced to fight) to lay down their arms 
and become‘ citizens! Offer them a better lize 
than they have at present, viz., protection, food. 
work and freedom! 

Every man or woman selects the best employer 
and the best government to live under. Those 
who wish to return to their native country, when 
reformed and tyranny banished, could do 50. 
Meanwhile, turn enemy soldiers into friends and 
attackers into defenders. Begin tomorrow! 

FREDK. THREADCOLD 

41 Colvilie Gardens, 

Kensington, W.1}. 


said in his speech at the 
Mansion House, on Tuesday of last week, that 
the responsibility for the prolongation of the 
war and all the suffering it may entail during 
the coming year rests upon the German people 
as well as upon their tyrant rulers. I would ask 
Mr. Chamberlain how he would suggest that the 
German people, realizing their respensil ity, 
could bring the war to an carly conclusion? In- 
deed, how could the British people do so, should 
they so desire, blessed as they are with a 
Democratic Government determined to pursuc 
the war to its bitter end, the Emergency Powers 
sep and the National Service (Armed Forces) 
ct? 


Mr. Chamberiain 


LESLIE G. HARRIS. 
121 Hither Green Lane, 
Lewisham, S.E.13. 


Latest time for copy, 
Tucsday morning 


MANAGEMENT SMALL HOUSE, help for 
rough. Care elderly folk. High testimonials. 
Nursing experience. Anywhere. Now Devon.— 
Box 298, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 


THREE YOUNG PACIFISIS require work 
together as farm labourers; anywhere, willing. 
live in, inexperienced —Box 301, Peace News, 


3 Blackstock Road, N.4 


YOUNG WOMAN, pacifist, interested in the 
theatre and other arts, people, humanitarian 
work, non-party politics, 6 years experience 
organizing, publicity, executive work, interview- 


ing, correspondence, accounts, shorthand-typing, 
driving, wants useful paid work.—Box 299. 
Peace News, 3 Blatkstock Road, N.4. 
ee ee eS ee 
ryYPEWRITING 
eal ies I 
BEST RIBBON now costs oly 2s Od. postage 
paid. State typewriter. cclour(s).—Lamb’s, 
Adelphi Chambers, Preston 
ee ee ee ee 
_ FIRST-CLASS TYPEWRITING and Duniicat- 
ing —Mabe} Eyles, 51 Ruskin Walk, Herne Hill. 
London, S.E.24. Brixton 2863. 


WHERE TO STAY 
a ee 
LONDON: FOWLER. “Newlyn House,” 9 
Argyle Street, W.C.1. B and B 5s., double 8s. 6d. 
Opposite St. Pancras Station. Ter. 3572. 


YOUTH HOUSE. Residential and social centre 
for progressive youth. Vegetarian restaurant 
lectures, dances, language classes, rambles, &c. 
Internationalism and fellowship in_ active com- 
munal life. Single bed-sitting-rooms, 15s, per 
week.—Apply Secretary, 250 Camden Road, 


N.W.1, Gulliver 5189. 
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PEACE 


A Way to 
Get More 


Readers 


VW/INTER weather and the black-out have 

” not discouraged Peace News sellers 
from keeping on with their job. That 
much is evident from our weekly sales 
figures. 

Last week we printed 34,050 copies—all 
of which had been sent out by Tuesday 
morning. 

This figure, fine as it is, can be consider- 
ably increased if more readers will help to 


make the paper known to the public. 
* * “- 


Here is one suggestion as to how this can 
be cone. 

Miss Eileen Thickens (of 4 Northumber- 
land Gardens, Syon Lane, Isleworth, Mid- 
dlesex), proposes to buy each week three 
extra copies of Peace News and, starting 
at the beginning of the London Telephone 
Directory, to send a copy to three people 
each week. 

If anyone in the London area is prepared 
to help her with this task the London direc- 
tories could be split up between them. The 
cost of each one taking part (three copies of 
the paper plus postage and wrappers) 
would not be more than Is. a week. 

Miss Thickins also suggests that with 
each copy should be enclosed a short per- 
sonal letter, explaining that the free copy 
is being sent in the hope that it will interest 
the recipient. She would be pleased to 
undertake any work involved in planning 
the scheme, which would also be capable of 


application to provincial centres. 
* 


Ld * 
‘ 


Our thanks are due to the readers who 
have subscribed £12 4s. 7d. to the Peace 
News Fund this week. Their donations 
bring the grand total up to £433 13s. 10d. 


(The “Peace News” fund was launched to 
release for some other branch of the Peace 
Pledge Union's activity the subsidy at present 
paid to “ Peace News.” Donations of any size will 
be welcomed and individual acknowledgments 
will be sent. Cheques should be made payable 
to Peace News, Ltd., and not to the Peace Pledge 
Union, and should be sent to 3 Blackstock Road, 
London, N.4.) 


PEACE NEWS 


Editorial, Publishing, and Advertisement Offices: 
3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4 
Telephone: Stamford Hill 6157 


Subscription Rates, home and abroad. 
Quarterly: 2s. 9d. Yearly: 10s. 6d 


THE PEACE PLEDGE UNION welcomes al! who 
“accept the pacifist doctrine, no matter what their 
approach. Its activity is not confined to the 
registration of those who are opposed to war, 
but promotes and encourages a_ constructive 
peace policy. Members are attached to local 
groups designed to achieve a communal peace 
mentality and extend the influence of pacifism 
by propaganda and personal example. Give 
your pledge on a postcard: — 

{ renounce war and [£ will never support or 

sanction another. 

Sign this, add your address, and send the card 
to the Peace Pledge Union, 6 Endsleigh Strcet, 
London, W.C.1. 


* 

Neither the Peace Pledge Unicn nor Peace 
News itself is necessarily committed to views 
expressed in the articles we publish. Contribu- 
tions are welcomed, though no payment is made. 
They should be typewritten, if possible, and one 
side only of the paper should be used. 
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Newsagent 
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Please deliver "PEACE NEWS" 


to me weekly. 
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NEWS FROM ABROAD WILFRED 


Australians Call 
For Armistice 


CALL to the Australian Government O 


to support an immediate armistice 
was made at a public meeting held in 
Sydney recently under the auspices of the 
Australian Peace Pledge Union, the 
Fellowship of Reconciliation, the Christian 
Sacialist Movement, and the Peace Section 
of the Legion of Christian Youth. 


The chairman of the Australian PPU, the 
Rev. E. E. V. Collocott, pointed out that the 
longer Britain and Germany tried to starve 
each other out the more impossible it 
would be to arrive at a recognized and last- 
ing settlement. 


The following resolution was adopted 
unanimously: 

“This public meeting of citizens expresses its 
opposition to the continuance of the present war. 
We affirm our belief that the economic and 
political problems which are the roct cause of 
the war, could be most effectively solved by the 
co-operation of the representatives of all peoples 
at an international peace conference. 


“ We express our conviction that the waging of 
war offers no solution for these problems. but, 
on the contrary, will inevitably increase the 
suffering of humanity. We, therefore, urge the 
Commonwealth Government to support an imme- 
diate armistice and a peace conference to 
arrange terms which shall take into account the 
needs of the people of all lands for justice, 
equality of opportunity, and political liberty.” 


An Australian 


‘*“ Peace News ” 


AUSTRALIA now has its counterpart to 
Peace News. 


Entitled The Peacemaker, it is a private 
venture unconnected with any of the 
pacifist organizations. Its aim, however, is 
to furnish co-operation between all pacifists. 


“The first steps towards this,” it declares, 
“have already been taken in the establish- 
ment of contacts between the various paci- 
fist organizations .and the publication of 
The Peacemaker. These contacts must be 
developed and the whole movement given 
political) economic and religious spear- 
heads.” 


Like Peace News, the Peacemaker con- 
tains news of the pacifist movement at 
home and abroad, as well as articles on sub- 
jects of topical interest. Two thousand 
copies of the first issue (a four-page one) 
were distributed throughout. Australia. 
Financial support from pacifists enabled 
the publisher to increase the size of the 
second issue to eight pages. 


The publisher and proprietor is Frank W. 
Coaldrake, Clyde House, 182 Collins Street, 
Melbourne, C.1. 


N.Z. CONFERENCE 
SUGGESTION 


A recent issue of The Peace Record, a 
New Zealand publication, stated that “it is 
only over the conference table that adjust- 
ments can be made and problems discussed. 
The importance of this conference cannot 
be over estimated, and every preparation 
should be made before the war ends in 
order to weigh carefully and dispassion- 
ately all the details of the future policy.” 


Some of President Wilson’s 14 Points laid 
down in 1919 as the minimum for the 
settlement of the world war, The Peace 
Record suggested might with slight modifi- 
cation be borne in mind now: ~ . 


1. “Open covenants of peace openly arrived 
at, after which there shall be no private inter- 
national understandings of any kind, but 
diplomacy shall proceed always frankly and in 
the public view.” 


‘29. “Absolute frecdom of navigation of the 
seas outside territorial waters at all times.” 


td 

3. “The removal of all economic barriers and 

the establishment of an equality of trade condi- 
tions among ali the nations,” 


4. “ Adequate guarantees given and taken that 
national armaments will be reduced and ulti- 
mately abolished within the shortest possible 
time.” 


5. “A free, open-minded and absolutely im- 
partial adjustment of all colonial claims based 
upon a strict observance of the principle that in 
determining all such questions of sovereignty the 
interests of the populations concerned must have 
equal weight with the equitable claims of the 
government whose title is to be determined.” 

14. “A general association of nations must be 
formed under specific covenants for the purpose 
of affording mutual guarantees of political and 


territorial independence for the great and small | 


States alike.” 


Dutch Pacifist 


e | 

in Court 
N December 1 Dr. J. B. Hugenholtz. 
secretary of the ‘Dutch movement 
“Church and Peace,” was summoned before 


the Court at Rotterdam on a charge of 


deliberately insulting public authority. 

Dr. Hugenholtz had written a pamphlet which 
had been published by the central committee of 
“Church and Peace.” The pamphlet referred to 
the instructions in bayonet fighting given in the 
Official Manual published by the Reyal Mili- 
tary Academy at Breda, and described these as 
“methods of vulgar murder.” 

A sertence of twenty days’ imprisonment or 40 
florins fine was demanded, but the decisicn of 
the Court is not yet known. 


How a Message 


Reached Holland 


In August, 1938, we reported how 
Kenneth Brown, the son of a Thorpeness 
fisherman, found a bottle and launched it 
after putting in his name and _ address, 
along with an invitation to the finder to 
write to him. 

For two months the bottle was tossed in 
the North Sea before it was washed ashore 
on a little island off the coast of Holland. 
It was found by Kees Veenstra. 

The correspondents have since become 
real friends and have visited each other in 
their respective homes. 


Miss A. Ruth Fry, who lives in Thorpe-’ 


ness, has now written to say that this 
Christmas to her ‘ surprise and pleasure ” 
she received a postcard from Kees 
Veenstra. 

“Can’t you urge other people to launch 
out into similar and,equally adventurous 
friendships?” she asks. 


Civil Service 
Pacifists 


A mecting of Civil Service pacifists, to furm a 


+| local group of the Civil Service Pacifist Fellow- 


ship, will be held in Birmingham on Thursday, 
January 25, in the Dick Sheppard House, Hollo- 
way Head, commencing at 7 p.m. The organizer 
is Robert M. Organ, 55 Electric Avenue, 
Birmingham 6. 

Those interested should get into touch with the 
above address, or the general secretary, D. H. 
Brims, 239 Northumberland Avenue, Welling, 
Kent. 

The membership of the Civil Service Pacifist 
Fellowship has now passed 400. 

It is proposed to start a group of the Civil 
Service Pacifist Fellowship in Yorkshire with 
headquarters in the town convenient to the 
greatest number, 

To this end it would assist if members of the 
Fellowship living or working in Yorkshire, 
either permanently or as a result of evacuation, 
would communicate with Miss Sally Shuttle- 
worth, 72 Bilton Lane, Harrogate. 

The Fellowship welcomes pacifist civil ser- 
vants of all ranks. Membership is not restricted 
to signatories of the Peace Pledge and there is 
no fixed subscription. Any civil servant inter- 
ested should write to the secretary, Mr. D. H. 
Brims, 239 Northumberland Avenue, Welling, 


| Kent. for further information. 


ADVISORY BUREAUX 


Following are further changes to the “sts of 
advisory bureaux for conscientious objectors we 
have previously published. (Such changes 
should be notified to the National Joint Advisory 
Bureau, 6 Endsleigh Street. London, W.C.1, and 
not to Peace News). ‘ 


Alteration 
LEWISHAM: Charles B. Harding, 243 Burnt Ash 


Hill, S.E.12. 
Addition 


GLOSSOP: Rev. W. L. Chivers, St. Luke’s Church 
House, North Road, Glossop. 


WELLOCK 


(continued from page 1) 


social conflicts which will follow it capit- 
alist civilization will probably come to an 
end in Europe. 

4. That the immediate need is recogni- 
tion of the above facts, of the madness of 
; the present war, and of the urgency of re- 
organizing the economic life of Europe in 
accordance with social, human principles. 

What are the Allies hoping to do? Drive 
Germany back to 1938, or 1933, and restore 
capitalism by setting up a Big Business 
Government supported by a number of 
Reichswehr Generals? It is not certain 
that France would sanction anything so 
mila. 

Would the German people accept such a 
solution? TI doubt it. Both the old Social- 
ists and the National Socialists would 
strongly object to Germany being thrust 
back under a capitalism that had led them 
and Europe to their present plight. 

In any case the new régime would not 
work, as the economic conditions which 
will prevail after the war will be far worse 
than those which put Hitler in power. 
| Hence either revolution, or.a new dictator- 
ship of the present kind, would be inevit- 
able. For it is certain that this country 
would not be able to assist Germany, as the 
war would have jeopardized our economic 
position also. 

It should not be forgotten that the enor- 
mous increase in the world’s power of pro- 
duction. which took place in the last war, 
was chiefly responsible for the era of mass 
unemployment which was entered in 1921, 
and went from bad to worse during the next 
12 years, and only abated as the result of 
the armaments race of the last six years. 


Slump Coming 


Precisely the same process is in operation 
todey, as the result of which the world will 
pass into an even worse slump than that of 
1930 not very long after the close of the 
present war. Thus at best, and given the 
rosiest possible ending to the war, we have 
notLing better to look forward to than 
probable revolution in Germany and a 
Communist Europe, or an economic break- 
down here and in France which will end in 
the sacrifice of democratic liberty in both 
countries. 

All this is stark realism, and the pacifist 
is the supreme realist today. He knows 
that wars have their origin in anti-social 
principles and policies, and thus that no 
good can come of them, whoever be the 
victors. Hence he finds in a careful 
analysis of the facts the proof of his pacifist 
faith. 

If, therefore, the public will not accept 
and apply the principles of pacifism, at 
least it must realize where the evil prin- 
ciples. which render it necessary, point. 
‘The hard facts lead to the conclusion that 
Jevery day this war continues renders more 
hopeless the possibility of saving Europe 
the hell of red ruin, of complete 


economic and social collapse, and of totali- 
tarianism. 


Pamphlets for 
Peace-Makers 


| The following series of pamphlets have 
just been published by the Friends’ Peace 
Committee (Friends House, Euston Road, 
Loncon, N.W.1), as an aid to pacifists in 
thinking out problems of a future interna- 
tional settlement along constructive lines: 
The Case for an Early Peace, by Charles Roden 
Buxton; . 
What Next? by Devere Allen: 
Looking Towards Peace (with Study Outline 
and Bibliography), by Carlin Kapper-Johnson: 
Peace Aims and War Methods, by Corder 
Catchpool. 
| All are priced at 2d. cach. 
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